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Anti-Human Trafficking Project
        Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is human trafficking? 
The Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) defines "severe forms of trafficking in persons" as: 
(a) sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such an act has not attained 18 years of age; or 
(b) the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.
*Emphasis added
Q: What are examples of force, fraud or coercion? 

Force: physical violence, including rape and isolation

Fraud: false job offers, lower wages, or different conditions than those promised

Coercion: threats of harm, including threats of notifying immigration and harm to one’s family

Q: What are examples of sex and labor trafficking? 

Sex: prostitution, pornography, exotic dancing, phone sex operators

Labor: agriculture industry, hospitality industry, construction, domestic servitude (housekeeper, nanny), door-to-door sales
Q: How many people are trafficked in the United States? 

According to the U.S. State Department 18,000 to 20,000 foreign-born individuals are trafficked into the United States.  An additional unknown number of U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents are trafficked within the United States.  

Because of the hidden nature of this injustice, RMIAN recognizes that current statistics may only reflect a portion of human trafficking survivors. 

Q: Does human trafficking happen in Colorado? 

Yes, human trafficking happens in Colorado. Unfortunately, human trafficking is a global human rights issue that affects international and local communities.  There have been numerous human trafficking investigations throughout Colorado, including metro, suburuban and rural areas.  Colorado’s central geographic location and diverse industries make it an appealing destination for human trafficking.  
Q: What is the difference between smuggling and human trafficking?

Smuggling is considered a crime against a country, whereas human trafficking is a crime against a person.   

Smuggling usually occurs if an individual pays someone (“coyote”) to bring them to the U.S. unlawfully, without proper legal documentation.  Human trafficking occurs when an individual is forced to work, providing labor or services through the use of threats, fraud, violence or other forms of intimidation.  

Q: What should I do if suspect human trafficking? 
Call an experienced human trafficking agency. Please do not attempt to “rescue” potential victims of human trafficking.  You may place yourself and the potential victim of human trafficking in a very dangerous situation.  

To support this vulnerable population, the Colorado Network to End Human Trafficking (CoNEHT) established a local hotline to connect potential victims of human trafficking with service providers and specialty-trained law enforcement.  CoNEHT: 1-866-455-5075 
The National Human Trafficking Resource Center (NHTRC) also provides support to potential victims of human trafficking throughout the country.  NHTRC: 1-888-3737-888
Q: What immigration remedies are available for survivors of human trafficking? 

The T-Visa is form of immigration relief for survivors of human trafficking. In order to qualify a person must:

1) Classify as a severe victim of trafficking according to the TVPA (see above)

2) Demonstrate that they would suffer extreme hardship if returned to their country of origin

3) Provide assistance to the investigation (not necessary if potential victim of human trafficking is    under 18 years of age)

It should also be noted that non-citizen victims of trafficking  may qualify for other forms of status, along with important public benefits, as a result of surviving a trafficking situation.  These forms of status include, but are not limited to, U visas for victims of serious crimes in the U.S., asylum, and Special Immigrant Juvenile Status.  It is important for non-citizen trafficking survivors to have their circumstances reviewed by an experienced immigration attorney.

Q: What does RMIAN Anti-Human Trafficking Project do? 
      RMIAN provides: 
· FREE community presentations on human trafficking 

· FREE legal trainings for attorneys on T Visas and other related forms of relief

· FREE trainings on human trafficking for service providers and other interested organizations

· FREE legal services for detained and immigrant child victims of human trafficking
Please contact the Anti-Human Trafficking Coordinator, Sabrina Sameshima at sameshima@rmian.org for more information.  
Q: How do I schedule a training or presentation for my agency or community? 

Contact RMIAN’s Anti-Human Trafficking Outreach Coordinator, Sabrina Sameshima at sameshima@rmian.org or at 303-433-2812 Ext. 105. 
